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c/o 34 Totnes Road 
      Paignton 
      TQ4  5JZ 

 
1 June 2017 
 

By email to adam.luscombe@torbay.gov.uk and future.planning@torbay.gov.uk 
Adam Luscombe 
Team Leader, Strategy and Project Delivery 
Spatial Planning 
2nd Floor, Electric House 
Castle Circus 
Torquay 
TQ1 3DR 
 
Dear Adam 
 
Paignton neighbourhood Plan, Pre-Submission Consultation Draft 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 May 2017 containing the response of the Council as 
the local planning authority. 
 
We are pleased to note you have found the Plan to be clearly written and concise.   
 
On page 4 you suggest that there would be benefit from further discussion on a 
number of aspects in order to understand why certain policies are included and what 
the intention of the policy is and if necessary how it might be improved upon. 
 
As evidenced on our website, there have been more than 50 Forum meetings at 
which Councillors and or officers have been in attendance at which these very 
points have been the purpose of the discussion. 
 
Nevertheless, having completed the Pre-Submission consultation period specified in 
the Regulations, the Draft has reached the first rung of being a material planning 
consideration the Council will need to fully understand. 
 
I therefore write to ask you for dates for such a meeting in this month of June that 
you and or members of your team would be able to make. 
 
As your letter is helpfully concise and clear, we propose that we use it as the 
discussion agenda rather than any generalised ‘work shop’ style of approach.  This 
will be of more assistance to the Council and the Forum.  We have now also 
received the response from the TDA on the Council’s behalf and feel they too would 
benefit from being able to attend. 
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Though your letter dwells mostly on the concern about the issue of site allocations, 
we do not see this taking up much of the discussion time in view of the extensive 
consideration that has already taken place and as contained in the Plan documents.   
Noting also that you received legal advise internally which confirmed that a 
Neighbourhood Plan cannot be required to make site allocations, which is why the 
Inspector quite rightly required from the Council a commitment (now in the Local 
Plan) that the Council would produce a site allocations DPD (not SPD) if it remained 
dissatisfied. 
 
We agree the decision of the Supreme Court on 10 May 2017 is of relevance which 
confirmed that where there is not a 5 year supply, it does not make other policies 
and considerations obsolete and the NPPF is guidance not definitive law. 
 
As a DCLG National Neighbourhood Planning Champion myself, I do agree the 
‘heath check’ service of NPIERS can be useful.  However, in this particular instance 
the problem will be that such health checks always carry the caveat that they are not 
able to be a substitute for the Assessment itself, and the principle objection in your 
letter is the concern that the Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites. 
 
We have set out in the Plan document set the explanation for this in great detail and 
it must now be for the Assessor to consider this aspect of the Plan. 
 
I’m pleased to confirm the Forum will be considering all responses received at its 
next meeting on 15 June 2017 and has already indicated its intention to formally 
submit the Plan as soon as possible thereafter so that developers are not left in a 
vacuum about this part of the development plan any longer than is justified. 
 
It would therefore be most helpful if you would provide a range of dates for the 
meeting by return. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
David Watts 
 
 
Chairman, Paignton Neighbourhood Plan Forum 
 
01803 523434 (h) 
07711309007 (m) 
Web: www.paigntonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
Email dwdw@paigntonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
 
 
c.c.   Mike Parkes, Forum Secretary 


